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PREAMBLE
—_—

WHEREAS the vision of the Ministry of Education and Sports (MoES) is ‘Quality Education
and Sports for all’ and the organization of sports competitions and tournaments in schools is a
key mandate of MoES which is exercised through the Department of Physical Education and
Sports (PES);

COGNIZANT of the function delegated to Uganda Secondary Schools Sports Association
(USSA) by the Department of PES to organize and manage secondary school sports
competitions, and;

NOW, therefore, the Rules contained herein this Handbook are hereby issued and adopted as the

overall Instrument to be applied and adhered to by all stakeholders in the process of organizing

and managing secondary school sports competitions in Uganda.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Access 1o and participation in sports is a constitutional right and obligation, and this stems

from provisions of Principle XVII of the Directive Principles of State Policy which provides

that the State shall promote recreation and sports for the citizens of Uganda“. Pursuant to this.

the Ministry of Education and Sports (MoES) provides for technical support, guidance,
coordination, regulation, and promotion of the delivery of quality education and sports to all
persons in Uganda, for national integration, individual and national development.
Consequently, the provisions made herein this Instrument constitute the Secondary School
Sports Competition Rulebook and they provide a holistic and comprehensive guide to govern

all aspects of organizing and managing sports competitions held for all secondary schools in

Uganda.
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1.1 BACKGROUND
The National Sports Act. under section 48. makes provisions pertaining to the organization and

management of National Sports C ompetitions in education institutions. The Act empowers the

Ministry responsible for sports to organize sports competitions for schools and institutions of

higher leamning.

The organization of these sports competitions is meant to serve a number of objectives
including: (a) enhancing of physical activity and sportsmanship within the wider body of
students, teachers and the wider community; (b) talent identification and development; (c)
enhancing collaboration, teamwork and unity among students, sportsmen and other
stakeholders; and, (d) facilitating participation in regional and international sports competitions
for schools, among others. As a result, Government is duty-bound to organize sports
competitions at all levels of the education system, including primary, secondary, tertiary and
higher education.

The MoES, in adherence to the above mandate, is duty-bound to ensure the organization of fair,
transparent, competitive and thrilling sports competitions in all schools, and specifically at
secondary education level. In executing this mandate, the MoES — acting through its constituent
part, the Department of Physical Education and Sports (PES), delegated the function of
organizing the secondary school sports competitions to a specialized association for this
function, namely; the Uganda Secondary Schools Sports Association (USSSA).

It is expected that the Secondary Schools competitions will be an extension of the schools’
philosophy and objectives and expected to contribute to the Ministry’s vision and mission.
Precedence will be established through good behaviour, attitude and self-control in an
educational friendly environment. USSSA expects sportsmanlike behaviour from our members
at District, Zonal, and National level and when dealing with, Participants, Games Teachers and
Spectators. Playing in the spirit of winning or winning at all costs is not our only goal.
Therefore, it is in cognizance of the above background that these Rules have been developed to
provide overall guidance and strategic direction to all stakeholders and the wider public, in

matters pertaining to organization and management of secondary school sports competitions in

Uganda.
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1.2 OBJECTIVES OF THE RULES

The general objective of these Rules is to guide the organization and management of
secondary school sports competitions in Uganda.

The specific objectives of the Rules are to:

a)

b)

d)

Define the eligibility criteria for schools and student athletes participating in secondary
school sports competitions;
Provide detailed guidance and strategic direction pertaining to the key tasks. duties and

responsibilities of the different duty-bearers involved in organization and management of

secondary school sports competitions;

Set a code of conduct for all actors and stakeholders in secondary school sports
competitions;

To ensure the smooth running /organization and management of school sports in the

Country by setting up an appropriate structure and defining the roles and responsibilities of

each member of the organization, and;
Provide a mechanism for determining Uganda’s participation and representation in regional

and international sports competitions for secondary schools.

CamScanner
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2.0 THE SECONDARY SCHOOL SPORTS COMPETITION RULES
The following Rules shall be applicable and adhered to in all aspects of managing secondary

school sports competitions in Uganda.
R1: DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS

In the context of these Rules, the following key terms are defined as follows:

a) Zone: A grouping of districts as determined in line with provisions of the USSSA

Constitution.

b) District: A collection of schools geographically situated in the same political district.

as designated by the Ministry of Local Government.

c) Region: As defined in Constitution of USSSA.

d) School: Any institution or establishment that provides education and training to

children or leaners at various levels, including Secondary Education (section I of the

Education act).

¢) Student Athlete: A student who is registered on to the USSSSA Online portal to
participate in the USSSA championships after meeting the eligibility requirements as

defined in these rules.

f) Players’ Album: An authenticated document that contains a collection of players’

photographs, bio data and other relevant information.

g) Parent: Any person, of adult age, exercising lawful parental authority over a student.

R2: SCOPE OF THE RULES
The Rules contained herein are applicable to all natural persons, juristic persons (companies,

corporations, NGOs or any entity otherwise named) who are involved in the organization and

management of secondary school sports competitions.

Specifically, the Rules are applicable and binding on the following stakeholders:

a) Secondary schools, including: Ordinary Secondary Level schools, Advanced Secondary

Level schools as well as Ordinary and Advanced Secondary Level schools; and,

International Schools;

b) Student athletes at secondary education level;

c¢) School proprietors, administrators and manager;

d) School-based sports staff including sports teachers, sports tutors, sports managers,

= AN 7 i
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coaches, and sports directors. among others:

c) Competition officials including field officials, supporting staff etc:
) Participating districts, zones, regions or any other grouping of schools or teams for

Purposes of participating in sccondary school sports competition, and:

g) Parents and the wider community.
R3: NAMING OF THE COMPETITION

The official title of the secondary school sports competitions shall be the National Secondary
School Sports Competition and a specific title for respective competitions shall be designated
and communicated annually by the Ministry responsible for sports, through the PES department.

The communication in R3. (1) above shall be made at the point of issuing the annual Education

Institutions National Sports Calendar.

R4: ORGANIZATION OF THE COMPETITION
The following shall apply to organization of Competitions under these Rules:
a) The National Secondary School Sports Competition shall be organized annually by the

Uganda Secondary Schools Sports Association (USSA), working in collaboration with

Association of Secondary School Headteachers of Uganda (ASSHU);
b) The organization of the said Competition shall be undertaken by USSA as a delegated

function from the MoES. As such, the MoES shall retain the oversight role in execution

of the said Competition;

c) The National Secondary School Sports Competition shall be organized annually, and;

d) An Organizing Committee shall be created by the Competition organizer, and this shall,
among other tasks, be responsible for selection and designation of the Host Venue for the

different phases of the above Competition.

R5: CATEGORIZATION OF THE COMPETITION

The following shall apply to organization of the Competition:

a) The organizers of the National Secondary School Sports Competition shall determine

and organize different categories for sports competitions pursuant to provisions of the

b) Never-the-less, the aforementioned Competitions shall be organized at;

(i) District level

(11) Zonal level

(iii) National level
c) The organizers may prepare and issue Guidelines and Instructions for Competitions at

the levels stated above, as and when they are required, provided the matter being guided

upon is not provided for under these Rules. In case of any dispute between the guidance
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provided in the Guidelines and Instruction with any other provision within these Rules.

the provision in these Rules shall prevail.

R6: ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE COMPETITION

The following requirements are mandatory for any participant to be rendered eligible to

participate in the National Secondary School Sports Competition, and they apply to different

categories of stakeholders as follows:

R6.1 Eligibility requirements for schools

A school shall be eligible to participate in a Competition organized under these Rules if it meets

the following requirements: -

a) The school must be registered with and licensed by the MoES to operate;

b) The school must be following the Normal National or International School Curriculum.

Sports Academies are prohibited from these competitions;

c) To participate in the National competition(s), all teams from each member zone must have

qualified through the gazette competition stages and/or must have received an invitation

from USSSA Secretanat;

d) Each team must present Player’s Registration Form A signed by the Head teacher of the
school. And an up-to-date Player’s albums printed from USSSA Online Registration

System, and;

e) Each team must meet all the requirements specified in the invitation letter.

R6.2 Eligibility Requirements for student athletes

For a student athlete to be eligible to participate in any Competition organized under these Rules,

they must have adhered to the following prior to presenting themselves for consideration:

a) Has been duly admitted in the school according to the ministry of Education and sports

guidelines;

b) Has valid school identity card and in school register;

c) Isregistered on the EMIS (possess LIN), and on USSSA Online Registration System with

valid passport photo;

d) Must provide valid P7 UNEB pass slip for the ‘O’ level students and, P7 and S4 UNEB

pass slips for ‘A’ level students;
—mr ﬂk Vi
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g)
h)

))

k)
1)

Must provide a certified PLE and UCE Testimonial for S1 and S5 respectively for activities

that happen before the pass slips are out:

In cases of loss of documents (pass slips), should provide UNEB verification letter that must

bear the date of birth of the student:

Must have gone through the mandatory screening process for eligibility;

Is within the specified age for the competition as specified in the invitation letter. In case of

conflicting dates of birth in the Pass slip, NIRA, EMIS, USSSA Registration system or
Federation Player’s license, the carlier date will be considered as official;
Is on normal academic progression. Repeaters are not eligible;

Shall compete for only one school in a season of the Educational Institution National sports

calendar. (One school in a calendar year);

Has not used prohibited substances to enhance Performance, and;

All athletes must go through screening process that include both document verification and

physical examination.

R6.3 Eligibility requirement for refugee learners

A refugee shall provide the following documentation and particulars:

a) Full name as it appears on official identification documents;
b) Date of birth;

c) Familiar language;

d) Gender;

e) Current class or level of study; and

f) Nationality.

Particulars of the Educational Institution

a) Name of the institution;
b) District and Sub-county where the institution is located; and

c) Level of education offered by the institution.
Academic Standing

Certificate of equivalence of the academic standing of the particular learner

Refugee Status
A valid Refugee Permit or Refugee Identification Document issued by the mandated

Government authority
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R6.4 Eligibility requirement for international learners

Immigration Status

The learner shall provide a valid Studert Pass duly iscued by the Govermment authority.
Particulars of the Learner
The learner shall submit full and accurate details of the leamner, including:

1) Full names as they appear on official identification documents:
11) Date of birth:

111) Familiar language:.

iv) Gender:

v) Current class or level of study; and

vi) Nationality.

Particulars of the Educational Institution

The applicant shall provide complete details of the educational institution in which the leamer is

cnrolled. including:
1) Name of the institution;
i1) District and Sub-county where the institution is located;

111) Grade or level of enrolment; and
iv) Type of curriculum offered.

Academic Standing

Certificate of equivalence of the academic standing of the particular learner

Details of Parents or Guardians

Full particulars of the learner’s parent(s) or legal guardian(s), including names and contact

information.

K) In the event that a player’s identity conflicts between the official documents submitted and
those obtained during the investigation, the student will be set aside

R6.5 Grounds for nullification of eligibility

The following grounds shall provide a strict ground for ineligibility, and thus disqualification,
from participating in a Competition organized under these Rules:

a) Being under-age or over-age for a particular competition;

b) Student not on normal progress as per MoES;

c) Impersonator,

d) Sanctioned Athlete, and;
¢) Failure to comply with the set Rules governing transfer of the student athlete from

one school to another.
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